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NUCLEAR REGULATORY
COMMISSION

10 CFR Parts 71 and 73

RIN 3150–AG41

Advance Notification to Native
American Tribes of Transportation of
Certain Types of Nuclear Waste

AGENCY: Nuclear Regulatory
Commission.
ACTION: Advance notice of proposed
rulemaking: Reopening of comment
period.

SUMMARY: The Nuclear Regulatory
Commission (NRC) published for public
comment an advanced notice of
proposed rulemaking (ANPR) on
December 21, 1999 (64 FR 71331), that
would require licensees to notify
Federally recognized Native American
Tribes of shipments of certain types of
high-level radioactive waste, including
spent nuclear fuel, before the shipments
are transported to or across the
boundary of Tribal lands. In a letter to
the Secretary of the Commission, dated
March 1, 2000, the National Congress of
American Indians (NCAI) requested a
90-day extension of the comment
period. The comment period for the
ANPR expired on March 22, 2000. In
view of the importance of the issues
described in the ANPR and the
information needed to resolve these
issues, the amount of additional time
that the NCAI requested to provide
comments on behalf of its 210
constituent Tribal governments is
reasonable. The NRC is reopening the
comment period for 90 days. The
comment period will expire on July 5,
2000.
DATES: The comment period has been
reopened and will expire on July 5,
2000. Comments received after this date
will be considered if it is practical to do
so, but the Commission is able to assure
consideration only for comments
received on or before this date.
ADDRESSES: Mail comments to: The
Secretary, U.S. Nuclear Regulatory

Commission, Washington, DC 20555–
0001, Attention: Rulemakings and
Adjudications Staff.

Hand-deliver comments to: 11555
Rockville Pike, Rockville, Maryland,
between 7:30 am and 4:15 pm on
Federal workdays.

You may also provide comments via
the NRC’s interactive rulemaking
website (http://ruleforum.llnl.gov). This
site provides the availability to upload
comments as files (any format), if your
web browser supports that function. For
information about the interactive
rulemaking site, contact Ms. Carol
Gallagher (301) 415–5905; e-mail
CAG@nrc.gov.

Certain documents related to this
rulemaking, including comments
received, may be examined at the NRC
Public Document Room, 2120 L Street
NW (Lower Level), Washington, DC.
These same documents also may be
viewed and downloaded electronically
via the rulemaking website.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Stephanie P. Bush-Goddard, Ph.D.,

Office of Nuclear Material Safety
and Safeguards, U.S. Nuclear
Regulatory Commission,
Washington, DC 20555–0001,
telephone (301) 415–6257, e-mail
SPB@nrc.gov; or

Dorothy M. Gauch, Office of the General
Counsel, U.S. Nuclear Regulatory
Commission, Washington, DC
20555–0001, telephone (301) 415–
1630, e-mail DMG5@nrc.gov.

Dated at Rockville, Maryland, this 31st day
of March 2000.

For the Nuclear Regulatory Commission.
Annette L. Vietti-Cook,
Secretary of the Commission.
[FR Doc. 00–8431 Filed 4–5–00; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 7590–01–P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Federal Aviation Administration

14 CFR Part 39

[Docket No. 98–SW–74–AD]

Airworthiness Directives; Eurocopter
Deutschland GmbH Model EC 135
Helicopters

AGENCY: Federal Aviation
Administration, DOT.

ACTION: Notice of proposed rulemaking
(NPRM).

SUMMARY: This document proposes the
supersedure of an existing airworthiness
directive (AD), applicable to Eurocopter
Deutschland GmbH (ECD) Model EC–
135 helicopters. The existing AD
requires conducting a tail rotor drive
shaft vibration survey (survey),
installing a Fenestron Shaft Retrofit Kit,
inspecting each tail rotor drive shaft
bearing (bearing) attaching lock plate for
bent-open tabs and broken or missing
slippage marks, and visually inspecting
each bearing support for cracks. This
action would require conducting the
survey and installing the Fenestron
Shaft Retrofit Kit. This AD would also
require installing double bearing
supports and struts, revising the
required compliance time for the
repetitive inspections of the bearing
attach hardware and supports, and
removing the requirement to contact the
FAA if a lock plate tab is bent open or
if slippage marks are broken or missing.
This proposal is prompted by continued
reports of misaligned or cracked bearing
supports and loose bearing attachment
bolts. The actions specified by the
proposed AD are intended to prevent
loss of drive to the tail rotor and
subsequent loss of control of the
helicopter.

DATES: Comments must be received on
or before June 5, 2000.
ADDRESSES: Submit comments in
triplicate to the Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA), Office of the
Regional Counsel, Southwest Region,
Attention: Rules Docket No. 98–SW–74–
AD, 2601 Meacham Blvd., Room 663,
Fort Worth, Texas 76137. Comments
may be inspected at this location
between 9 am and 3 pm, Monday
through Friday, except Federal holidays.

The service information referenced in
the proposed rule may be obtained from
American Eurocopter Corporation, 2701
Forum Drive, Grand Prairie, Texas
75053–4005, telephone (972) 641–3460,
fax (972) 641–3527. This information
may be examined at the FAA, Office of
the Regional Counsel, Southwest
Region, 2601 Meacham Blvd., Room
663, Fort Worth, Texas.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Shep Blackman, Aviation Safety
Engineer, FAA, Rotorcraft Directorate,
Rotorcraft Standards Staff, Fort Worth,
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Texas 76137, telephone (817) 222–5296,
fax (817) 222–5961.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Comments Invited

Interested persons are invited to
participate in the making of the
proposed rule by submitting such
written data, views, or arguments as
they may desire. Communications
should identify the Rules Docket
number and be submitted in triplicate to
the address specified above. All
communications received on or before
the closing date for comments, specified
above, will be considered before taking
action on the proposed rule. The
proposals contained in this notice may
be changed in light of the comments
received.

Comments are specifically invited on
the overall regulatory, economic,
environmental, and energy aspects of
the proposed rule. All comments
submitted will be available, both before
and after the closing date for comments,
in the Rules Docket for examination by
interested persons. A report
summarizing each FAA-public contact
concerned with the substance of this
proposal will be filed in the Rules
Docket.

Commenters wishing the FAA to
acknowledge receipt of their comments
submitted in response to this notice
must submit a self-addressed, stamped
postcard on which the following
statement is made: ‘‘Comments to
Docket No. 98–SW–74–AD.’’ The
postcard will be date stamped and
returned to the commenter.

Availability of NPRMs

Any person may obtain a copy of this
NPRM by submitting a request to the
FAA, Office of the Regional Counsel,
Southwest Region, Attention: Rules
Docket No. 98–SW–74–AD, 2601
Meacham Blvd., Room 663, Fort Worth,
Texas 76137.

Discussion

On October 27, 1998, the FAA issued
AD 98–15–25, Amendment 39–10866
(63 FR 59206, November 3, 1998),
requiring the following:

• Before further flight, conduct a
survey and install a Fenestron Shaft
Retrofit Kit L 535M3002 882.

• Before further flight and thereafter
at intervals not to exceed 15 hours time-
in-service (TIS), inspect the bearing
attaching lock plate for bent-open tabs
and broken or missing slippage marks.
If found, the FAA must be notified.

• Before further flight and thereafter
at intervals not to exceed 3 hours TIS,
using a 6-power or higher magnifying

glass and a bright light, visually inspect
the bearing supports for cracks.

That action was prompted by reports
of loose bearings and attachment bolts.
The actions of that AD were intended to
prevent loss of drive to the tail rotor and
subsequent loss of control of the
helicopter.

Since the issuance of AD 98–15–25,
additional reports of misaligned,
cracked, or corroded bearing supports,
and loose bearing attachment bolts have
been received. The original bearing
supports have been redesigned to enable
more precise alignment with the tail
rotor driveshaft and have been
strengthened to prevent cracking. In
addition, they are now fabricated of
corrosion-resistant material. Struts have
been added to the tail boom to improve
airframe vibration characteristics and
further minimize bearing support
cracking.

The Luftfahrt-Bundesamt (LBA), the
airworthiness authority for the Federal
Republic of Germany, notified the FAA
that an unsafe condition may exist on
ECD Model EC 135 helicopters. The
LBA advises that misaligned, corroded,
or cracked bearing supports and loose
bearing attachment bolts may lead to a
tail rotor failure and subsequent loss of
the helicopter.

Since those cited in AD 98–15–25,
ECD has issued the following Alert
Service Bulletins (ASB’s):

• EC 135–53A–004, dated August 14,
1998, to specify replacing the current
single bearing supports with double
bearing supports made of corrosion-
resistant material and to provide
instructions for aligning these double
bearing supports with the drive shaft
axis for improved tail rotor drive shaft
support.

• EC 135–53A–005, Revision 3, dated
September 2, 1998, to extend the time
interval for compliance with the
repetitive bearing attach hardware
inspection and to identify the required
tail rotor driveshaft vibration
measurement procedure.

• EC 135–53A–002, Revision 2, dated
September 2, 1998, to extend the time
interval for compliance with the
repetitive bearing support crack
inspection contingent on accomplishing
Alert Service Bulletin EC 135–53A–004.

The LBA classified these ASB’s as
mandatory and issued AD’s 1998–033/7
and 1998–389, both dated September
14, 1998, to ensure the continued
airworthiness of these helicopters in the
Federal Republic of Germany.

This helicopter model is
manufactured in the Federal Republic of
Germany and is type certificated for
operation in the United States under the
provisions of section 21.29 of the

Federal Aviation Regulations (14 CFR
21.29) and the applicable bilateral
airworthiness agreement. Pursuant to
this bilateral airworthiness agreement,
the LBA has kept the FAA informed of
the situation described above. The FAA
has examined the findings of the LBA,
reviewed all available information, and
determined that AD action is necessary
for products of this type design that are
certificated for operation in the United
States.

Since an unsafe condition has been
identified that is likely to exist or
develop on other ECD Model EC 135
helicopters of the same type design, the
proposed AD would supersede AD 98–
15–25. The proposed AD would require
the following:

• Conducting a vibration survey and
installing the Fenestron Shaft Retrofit
Kit L535M3002 882;

• Installing double bearing supports
and struts;

• Replacing bearing attach hardware
if necessary; and

• Increasing the repetitive inspection
interval for the bearing supports and
attach hardware to 50 hours TIS.

The FAA estimates that 16 helicopters
of U.S. registry would be affected by this
proposed AD. The 50-hour inspection
would take approximately 2 work hours
to complete. The average labor rate is
$60 per work hour. ECD has stated in its
ASB’s that the baseline vibration
measurements and initial installation of
all new parts are provided at no charge
to the owner/operator. Assuming the
helicopters are operated 900 hours TIS
per year, the total cost impact of the
proposed AD on U.S. operators is
estimated to be $34,560.

The regulations proposed herein
would not have a substantial direct
effect on the States, on the relationship
between the national Government and
the States, or on the distribution of
power and responsibilities among the
various levels of government. Therefore,
it is determined that this proposal
would not have federalism implications
under Executive Order 13132.

For the reasons discussed above, I
certify that this proposed regulation (1)
is not a ‘‘significant regulatory action’’
under Executive Order 12866; (2) is not
a ‘‘significant rule’’ under the DOT
Regulatory Policies and Procedures (44
FR 11034, February 26, 1979); and (3) if
promulgated, will not have a significant
economic impact, positive or negative,
on a substantial number of small entities
under the criteria of the Regulatory
Flexibility Act. A copy of the draft
regulatory evaluation prepared for this
action is contained in the Rules Docket.
A copy of it may be obtained by
contacting the Rules Docket at the
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location provided under the caption
ADDRESSES.

List of Subjects in 14 CFR Part 39

Air transportation, Aircraft, Aviation
safety, Safety.

The Proposed Amendment

Accordingly, pursuant to the
authority delegated to me by the
Administrator, the Federal Aviation
Administration proposes to amend part
39 of the Federal Aviation Regulations
(14 CFR part 39) as follows:

PART 39—AIRWORTHINESS
DIRECTIVES

1. The authority citation for part 39
continues to read as follows:

Authority: 49 U.S.C. 106(g), 40113, 44701.

§ 39.13 [Amended]
2. Section 39.13 is amended by

removing Amendment 39–10866; AD
98–15–25, Docket No. 98–SW–35–AD,
and by adding a new airworthiness
directive (AD), to read as follows:
Eurocopter Deutschland GmbH: Docket No.

98–SW–74–AD. Supersedes AD 98–15–
25, Amendment 39–10866, Docket No.
98–SW–35–AD.

Applicability: Model EC 135 helicopters,
certificated in any category.

Note 1: This AD applies to each helicopter
identified in the preceding applicability
provision, regardless of whether it has been
otherwise modified, altered, or repaired in
the area subject to the requirements of this
AD. For helicopters that have been modified,
altered, or repaired so that the performance
of the requirements of this AD is affected, the
owner/operator must request approval for an
alternative method of compliance in
accordance with paragraph (d) of this AD.
The request should include an assessment of
the effect of the modification, alteration, or

repair on the unsafe condition addressed by
this AD; and, if the unsafe condition has not
been eliminated, the request should include
specific proposed actions to address it.

Compliance: Required as indicated, unless
accomplished previously.

To prevent loss of drive to the tail rotor
and subsequent loss of control of the
helicopter, accomplish the following:

(a) Before further flight, conduct a tail rotor
drive shaft vibration survey and install a
Fenestron Shaft Retrofit Kit L535M3002 882
in accordance with Eurocopter Deutschland
GmbH Alert Service Bulletin (ASB) EC 135–
53A–005, Revision 3, dated September 2,
1998.

(b) Before further flight, install double
bearing supports for the tail rotor driveshaft
and tail boom struts in accordance with ASB
EC 135–53A–004, dated August 14, 1998.

Note 2: ASB EC 135–53A–002, Revision 2,
dated September 2, 1998, pertains to the
subject of this AD.

BILLING CODE 4910–13–U
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BILLING CODE 4910–13–C
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(c) Before further flight and thereafter at
intervals not to exceed 50 hours time-in-
service, perform the following:

(1) Clean each tail rotor drive shaft bearing
support. Using a 6-power or higher
magnifying glass and a bright light, visually
inspect the attach lugs of the bearing
supports B and C (shown in Figure 1) for
cracks, particularly in the area extending
from the bend radius to the attaching screws
and rivets connecting the bearing supports to
the tail boom. Before further flight, replace
each cracked bearing support with an
airworthy bearing support.

(2) Inspect each bearing attach hardware
lock plate for bent-open tabs and slippage
marks for attach hardware looseness or
rotation. Before further flight, replace any
loose bearing attach hardware (including lock
plates found bent or open due to bolt
rotation) with airworthy hardware.

(d) An alternative method of compliance or
adjustment of the compliance time that
provides an acceptable level of safety may be
used if approved by the Manager, Regulations
Group, Rotorcraft Directorate, FAA.
Operators shall submit their requests through
an FAA Principal Maintenance Inspector,
who may concur or comment and then send
it to the Manager, Regulations Group.

Note 3: Information concerning the
existence of approved alternative methods of
compliance with this AD, if any, may be
obtained from the Regulations Group.

(e) Special flight permits may be issued in
accordance with sections 21.197 and 21.199
of the Federal Aviation Regulations (14 CFR
21.197 and 21.199) to operate the helicopter
to a location where the requirements of this
AD can be accomplished.

Note 4: The subject of this AD is addressed
in Luftfahrt-Bundesamt (Federal Republic of
Germany) AD’s 1998–033/7 and 1998–389,
both dated September 14, 1998.

Issued in Fort Worth, Texas, on March 29,
2000.
Henry A. Armstrong,
Manager, Rotorcraft Directorate, Aircraft
Certification Service.
[FR Doc. 00–8520 Filed 4–5–00; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910–13–U

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
AGENCY

40 CFR Part 52

[TX–107–2–7424b; FRL–6567–6]

Approval and Promulgation of
Implementation Plans; Texas; Control
of Air Pollution From Volatile Organic
Compounds, Vent Gas Control and
Offset Lithographic Printing Rules

AGENCY: Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA).
ACTION: Proposed rule.

SUMMARY: The EPA is taking action on
revisions to the Texas State

Implementation Plan (SIP). This
document covers three separate actions:
Approving the Revisions to the 30 TAC,
Chapter 115, Control of Air Pollution
from Volatile Organic Compounds
(VOC), Subchapter B, Division 2, Vent
Gas Control (bakery oven emissions)
rule as meeting our Reasonably
Available Control Technology (RACT)
requirements for controlling the VOC
emission from such major sources in the
Dallas/For Worth (D/FW) ozone
nonattainment area; converting EPA’s
limited approval of certain sections in
30 TAC, Chapter 115, Control of Air
Pollution from VOC, Subchapter B,
Division 2, Vent Gas Control (bakery
oven emissions) rule to a full approval
as meeting the RACT requirements for
controlling the VOC emission from such
major sources in the D/FW ozone
nonattainment area. By this approval
action, we are saying that Texas will be
implementing the RACT for VOC
emissions resulting from operation of
the bakeries in the D/FW area; and
approving that the revisions to the 30
TAC, Chapter 115, Control of Air
Pollution from Volatile Organic
Compounds (VOC), Subchapter E,
Division 4, Offset Lithography Printing
as meeting our RACT requirements for
controlling the VOC emission from such
major sources in the D/FW ozone
nonattainment area. By this approval
action, we are saying that Texas will be
implementing the RACT for VOC
emissions resulting from operation of
the offset lithography printing sources
in the D/FW area.

The EPA is approving these revisions
to regulate emissions of VOCs as
meeting RACT in accordance with the
requirements of the Federal Clean Air
Act.

In the ‘‘Rules and Regulations’’
section of this Federal Register, EPA is
approving the State’s SIP revision as a
direct final rule without prior proposal
because the EPA views this as a
noncontroversial revision and
anticipates no adverse comment. The
EPA has explained its reasons for this
approval in the preamble to the direct
final rule. If EPA receives no relevant
adverse comments, the EPA will not
take further action on this proposed
rule. If EPA receives relevant adverse
comment, EPA will withdraw the direct
final rule and it will not take effect. The
EPA will address all public comments
in a subsequent final rule based on this
proposed rule. The EPA will not
institute a second comment period on
this action. Any parties interested in
commenting must do so at this time.
DATES: Written comments must be
received by May 8, 2000.

ADDRESSES: Written comments should
be addressed to Mr. Thomas H. Diggs,
Chief, Air Planning Section (6PD–L), at
the EPA Region 6 Office listed below.
Copies of documents relevant to this
action are available for public
inspection during normal business
hours at the following locations.
Anyone wanting to examine these
documents should make an
appointment with the appropriate office
at least two working days in advance.
Environmental Protection Agency,

Region 6, Air Planning Section
(6PD–L), 1445 Ross Avenue, Dallas,
Texas 75202–2733.

Texas Natural Resource Conservation
Commission, Office of Air Quality,
12124 Park 35 Circle, Austin, Texas
78753.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Mr.
Alan Shar, P.E., Air Planning Section
(6PD–L), EPA Region 6, 1445 Ross
Avenue, Dallas, Texas 75202–2733,
telephone (214) 665–6691.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This
document concerns Control of Air
Pollution from Vent Gas Control (bakery
oven emissions) and offset lithographic
printing rules in the D/FW ozone
nonattainment area. For further
information, please see the information
provided in the direct final action that
is located in the ‘‘Rules and
Regulations’’ section of this Federal
Register publication.

Authority: 42 U.S.C. 7401 et seq.

Dated: March 21, 2000.
Lynda F. Carroll,
Acting Regional Administrator, Region 6.
[FR Doc. 00–7733 Filed 4–5–00; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6560–50–U

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
AGENCY

40 CFR Part 258

[FRL–6571–3; F–2000–ALPA–FFFFF]

Alternative Liner Performance,
Leachate Recirculation, and Bioreactor
Landfills: Request for Information and
Data

AGENCY: Environmental Protection
Agency.
ACTION: Request for information and
data.

SUMMARY: EPA is requesting comments
and information on two issues related to
the Criteria for Municipal Solid Waste
Landfills. First, we need data and
information on the performance of
alternative liner designs compared to
the performance of composite liners
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